[image: image1.jpg]



Contact:  David Wood
info@premierlaboratory.com 

Premier Laboratory   

61 Louisa Viens Drive

Dayville, CT  06241

(860) 774-6814 extension 124
www.premierlaboratory.com 

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Heavy Rains & Flooding Contaminate Private Wells

Rhode Island Department of Health Recommends Boiling Private Well Water 
DAYVILLE, CT - April 2, 2010 – As a result of the current flooding and recent record setting rains private water supplies (wells) may be in danger of contamination.  Homeowners with private wells need to be aware that they may be at risk even if there are no visible signs or noticeable odors.  Heavy rains wash along the surfaces of roads, fields, forests and rooftops and can cause contamination of well water.  Dug wells are especially susceptible to contamination because they are more directly exposed to surface water run-off.  Drilled wells can also become contaminated due to faulty seals. The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection states that, “If your well cap is or has been underwater, you should assume that your well is contaminated.”
Homeowners should be concerned.  Ronald Warila, General Manager of Premier Laboratory in Dayville, CT cautions, “Any change in water color, odor or clarity is immediate cause for concern.  If any of the listed changes occur in your water or if your well has standing water over it or around it, the water supply should be tested.  Also, bacteria, the most common type of contamination, can occur without any noticeable change in the water.”  Premier Laboratory is a state certified drinking water laboratory in all of the New England states that has been testing private wells for over 30 years.

Potential health problems can range from simple gastric disorders caused by bacteria to possible exposure to cancer-causing agents.  Infants, the elderly and chronically ill individuals are the populations most at risk for becoming ill from contamination.

Homeowners need to be aware of the type of well they have and its location and depth.  If a homeowner has any suspicion of contamination, a certified environmental laboratory should be contacted for immediate testing.  Additional information about certified laboratories and private wells may be found at web links listed below.

http://www.epa.gov/safewater/privatewells/index2.html
http://www.health.ri.gov/environment/dwq/privtewell.php
http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/drinking/weldsinf.htm
http://www.dph.state.ct.us/BRS/Environmental_Lab/environmental_laboratory.htm
Premier Laboratory is a leading certified laboratory that specializes in drinking water testing and the scheduling of related services.  Premier provides direct service to public water suppliers and private well owners and is certified throughout New England.  The laboratory has been in business since 1977 and resides in a state-of-the-art facility in Dayville, CT.  Homeowners can call 800.334.0103 to schedule next-day testing. 

Information from the Rhode Island Department of Health, Connecticut Department of Health and Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection has been used to compile this release.
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